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This matter before the court for hearing pursuant to a prior court order entered on April 5,2010. On April 5,
2010, during a scheduled hearing on Respondent's liability for fees under 750 ILCS 5/508(b), Respondent's
counsel, JAMES CHILDS, challenged this ccur's jurisdiction over the subject maiter based upon Respondent's
Chapter 13 Bankruptey presently pending in the N.D. of Tllinois under Case #2009 B 33486. In response, this
court terminated the hearing and ordered both parties tobrief the issue of the court's jurisdiction to enforce its
domestic support orders, in this case an order for college contribution, and order the payment of attorney's fees to
Petitioner incurred in the enforcement of such orders.  Biiefs were due on June 9, 2010. Petitioner submitted a
Memorandum in Support arguing that domestic support obligations and attorney fees incurred in relation to such
orders are exempt from the automatic stay. Respondent through nis counsel declined to submit a brief alleging
without any citation to authority that the Bankruptcy Court has superior jurisdiction over all state court matters
under the Federal Bankruptcy Act.

;

After considering the arguments of counsel and Petitioner's Memorandum 0 Sapport, this court found that its
prior orders for college contribution are "domestic support orders" as defined by 11 U.S.C. 101(14A) as the debt
Petitioner secks to enforce is; 1) owed to the Jlynn Pierce, the Petitioner, 2) is inthe nature of support, 3) was
established by court order on January 5, 2005; and has not been assigned to a goverment entity and finally, that
domestic support obligations are exempt from the Automatic Stay provision of section 302(»)(2)(C). As aresult
this court determined that it has continuing jurisdiction to enforce its own orders and to avwzad fees under 508(b).
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

.. No. 1990 D 007541

JLYNN PIERCE (AKA: MURPHY) PETITIONER

LEEROY MURPHY -'RESPONDENT

ORDER

This court then proceeded to conduct a earing on Petitioners Petition for Attorney's Fees filed on August 25,
2009, Petitioner and her counsel were in couit, Respondent's counsel, JAMES CHILDS, appeared but the
Respondent, LEEROY MURPHY, failed to aopzar despite this court's order of April 5, 2010 that "all parties
[were] to appear . . . on the stated date and time:” in the absence of Respondent, this court reviewed Petitioner's
Fee Petition and time records for sufficiency and upon tinding Petitioner's Petition to be sufficient, determined
that the attorney's fees requested for the period from December 28, 2008 through July 22, 2009 were necessary
and reasonable with the following deductions: No fees wiil be awarded for December 30, 2008 for preparation of
a Notice to Withhold Support or for February 19, 2009 as Fetitioner's counsel failed to include include a notation
of the time spent on that date's activities. Total time to be compensated is 13.5 hours at counsel's customary rate
of $250.00 per hour. No award is made for fees incurred after july 22;2009.

Judgment in favor of JLYNN PIERCE formerly Murphy, payable to herieo msel, SUE ROBERTS-KURPIS, and
against LEEROY MURPHY in the amount of Three Thousand, Three Hundred and Seventy-five dollars
($3,375.00) is entered instanter.
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