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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT / FIRST DISTRICT

Michael Maganuco

#17 M1 126720

Ingrid Rosenberg et al

<

This matter coming t.be heard on the Court's Ruling on Plaintiff’'s Petition for Attorney Fees, plus costs,
the motion having beer fisily briefed and argued and the Court’s ruling is as follows;

This matter was brought pursuart ) multiple sections of the Chicago Residential Landlord Tenant
Ordinance which allows for the awarz-of attorney fees to the prevailing plaintiff.

After a hearing on a Motion for Summary ludgment brought by the Plaintiff, judgment was entered for
the Plaintiff on Count | - due to multlple visiations of Section 5-12-080 regarding the security deposit.
Moreover, multupte violations were admitted in the Defendant’s Answer. Since the Defendant failed to
comply with the provisions of 5-12-080, the Plaintiff :vas the prevailing party and was awarded damages

in the amount of two times the security deposit, or $1700, plus the original security deposit of $850 for
a total of $2550, plus costs.

The Court finds that the reasonable and customary hourly fees for-iiis type of action is $200.00 for
associate’s and $250.00 for a partner. This Court is also reducing the Fourly paralegal fee from $130 an
hour to $90 an hour. This Court’s basis for these hourly fees is based 31 the experience and skill of the
attorneys, the nature and difficulty of the case and the customary chargesicr this type of legal work.

The Court finds that attorney Brabender’s appropriate hourly rate is $250 an hour-and that the total fees
for time spent equates to $1150. The Court is not awarding time for Brabender dra¥ urg the complaint
on September 7, 2017 since he never appeared in court or filed the complaint.

Upon review of the hourly timesheets of lllinois Advocates, the Court notes that the minimum hourly
billing period is .25 of an hour. The Court finds this unreasonable and not customary. Therefore, the
Court is reducing the .25 entries for minimal work such as emaits and phone calls to .10 of an hour.
Consequently, linois Advocates changed their minimum hourly billing to .10 of an hour starting in April
of 2019. The Court is also striking inter-office conversations and “case management conferences” and
“debriefing” between attorneys of lllinois Advocates and attorneys and paralegals of IHinois Advocates.
Such debriefing and discussions should not be billed to the Defendant.

Since the Plaintiff only prevailed on Count 1 and dismissed Counts 2 and 3, they should only be awarded
fees for Count 1. Shadid v. Sims 2015 IL App (1¥) 141973. The Court has reduced these fees per the
schedule submitted in Exhibit F of Plaintiff's Fee Petition.
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On September 25, 2017, the entry for Lashonda Powell will be reduced per attorney Tasch advising the
- Court that the billable rate was incorrect since Lashonda Powell is not an attorney and should only be
hilled as a paralegal at $90 an hour, for .75 hours, for $67.50. '

The entry for April 18, 2019 reflects 2.6 hours billed but only shows work for .3 hours, The entry reads
“saved and calendared order.{.1) Debrief with B/T {.2)". This entry will be stricken and the appropriate

time will reflect .1 hours since the time spent debriefing with another attorney should not be billed to
the Defendant.

The entry of May 30, 2019 is reduced from 1.5 hours to .4 hours. The notes for this entry only reflect .6
hours in the st mmary, yet 1.5 hours was billed. The note summary states, “Debrief with BT(.2) Long
email to clierlakaut his multi options (.3) Add’l emails from/to client (.1)" After striking the debriefing
with BT (Bill Tasci), this leaves .4 hours. :

Additionally, the entry for sanuary 20, 2019 submitting three hours for drafting the fee petition will be
reduced to two hours base2-on the fact that most of the Petition is not specific to the underlying case
but a general boilerplate sumina'y

This Court grants attorney’s fees to \llinais Advocates of $6170.00 for legal work done prior to judgment.
This Court also finds that the fees subn:itied for the Fee Petition Reply by attorney Tasch to be
reasonable for 5.8 hours of work totaling 51 450, plus costs of $406.50.

Therefore, this Court awards to lllinois Advocatestota! fees and costs of $8026.50 and attorney fees to
Andrew Brabender of $1150.00.
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Joel&). Buikema
Assctiate Judge
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